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Last Time This Century 
For Bay Area Biennial 


How often do you have the opportunity 
to be in one place with 3,999 other Jews? 
The 1993 UAHC Biennial Convention, 
October 21-25, in San Francisco, will 
bring Reform Jews together from around 
the United States, Canada and other parts 
of the world. “Lifelong Learning: The 
Path to Informed Choices” is the theme 
of the 62nd General Assembly of the 
Union of American Hebrew Congrega- 
tions, and the conference will address 
the very heart of the journey that is Re- 
form Judaism—meaningful decisions 
based upon an ongoing and evolving 
understanding of the knowledge, essence 
and perspective that is the Jewish heri- 
tage and destiny. 

Delegates to the Biennial will attend 
plenary sessions, workshops, study ses- 
sions with scholars-in-residence, Focus 
Forums, “The Shabbat Table,” perfor- 
mance of the 200-voice volunteer Bien- 
nial Choir, seminars, meetings, and more. 
The benchmark of the Biennial is the 
address by Rabbi Alexander Schindler, 
who will present the UAHC agenda for 
the coming years. 

Another way to experience the Bien- 
nial is as a volunteer. To date, over 450 
people from Fresno to Sacramento have 
signed up to help with a variety of 
tasks—registration, greeting, provid- 
ing tour information, ushering, staff- 
ing the message center, preparing 
welcome kits. Additional volunteers 
are needed to ensure that this conven- 
tion is a success. 

Volunteers who have assignments 
during the conference will be able to 
attend all the workshops and other ses- 
sions on the day they are working. For 
information about volunteering, call 
Robin Leonard or Allyce Kimmerling. 

The last time the Biennial was in the 
Bay Area was in 1977, so this is a 


unique opportunity for us in North- 
ern California to become involved and 


show our commitment to advancing 
the purposes of Reform Judaism in the 
United States. 


Raise Funds for New Program 
Coordinator and Honor Allan Gold 


Watch your mailbox for an invitation to 
a very special celebration on Sunday, 
November 14, from 4:30 pm to 6:30 pm. 
We plan to schmooze and savor deli- 
cious food, expertly prepared by CSZ 
member and chef Mark Taubman-Walk- 
er, along with a crew of CSZ volunteers. 
Musical entertainment will be provided 
by CSZ member Randy Weiss and mem- 
bers of the quartet that performs every 
month at the CSZ Kaiser brunches. 
This special event, in addition to offer- 
ing members and friends a fun way to 
spend an afternoon, serves two impor- 
tant purposes. First, we hope to raise 
$2,500 towards funding our brand-new 
Program Coordinator position. This 
much-needed position was included in 
our 1993-94 budget, with the under- 
standing that the Va’ad would hold a 
fundraiser to raise the additional $2,500 
not covered by other revenue sources. 
The creation of a Program Coordinator 
position is an exciting step forward for 


our Congregation as it will enable us to 
offer many more programs and services 
to our members. 

Second, this celebration will offer us 
all an opportunity to say a much-de- 
served “thank you” to Allan Gold for 
his dynamic leadership as president of 
CSZ for the past two years. Allan was 
the first president to serve a two-year 
term under our new governance struc- 
ture. He did so with wisdom and grace, 
keeping our Congregation strong and 
vital as a role model among our sibling 
and local congregations. This celebra- 
tion, and the resulting Program Coordi- 
nator position, are a wonderful tribute 
to Allan for his untiring efforts on 
behalf of the synagogue. We hope all 
of you will consider contributing $50 
to attend this event in order to honor 
Allan Gold and to help fund the addi- 
tion of a Program Coordinator to our 
synagogue staff. 

—Judy Schwartz 


Sharma Gaponoff, Ellie Cohen, Dev Noily, Marion Trentman—Shofar blowers 


extraordinaire! PHOTO BY MICHAEL BETTINGER 


President’s Report 


A High Holidays Perspective on Taking One’s Marbles and Going Home 


The High Holiday season has just con- 
cluded: theseason of repentance—a time 
to think back on the things we have 
done, or not done, over the last year, and 
what we would like to do better or differ- 
ently next time. It is also a time for for- 
giveness, when we 
are asked to forgive 
those who have 
done hurtful things 
to us. When your 
best friend came to 
youjustbefore Yom 
Kippur (no time 
like the lastminute) 
to say, “Listen, I’m 
sorry I’ve been 
making nasty cracks about your boy- 
friend. I was just trying to be funny, but 
I know it hurts your feelings. He’s pretty 
nice, really,” although you probably felt 
a surge of, “You better be sorry! I don’t 
see you hanging around with Mr. Right,” 
you nonetheless found it in your heart to 
say, “Thanks. | appreciate your apology. 
I'll try to have a better sense of humor 
about it.” (You did say that, didn’t you?) 


Tiela Chalmers 


One of the hardest things to do in any 
relationship, I think, is to try to find 
forgiveness before that clear-the-air con- 
versation ever happens. Have you ever 
come home to find the dishes your part- 
ner promised to wash growing new 
forms of penicillin in the sink? Or spent 
the day miserable in bed with a cold, 
while your partner or best friend put- 
tered away happily downstairs, oblivi- 
ous to your obvious need for chicken 
soup? And before you finally confronted 
your partner, you invested some serious 
time and energy into seething—you'd 
worked up a froth about your partner’s 
outrageous, inconsiderate behavior, so 
unbelievable it could only have been 
purposeful. Indeed, you were so upset 
thatwhenhecamehome (or finally came 
upstairs), you either exploded or surgi- 
cally dissected him (whichever is your 
style) so quickly, you barely notice that 
he’s trying to tell you that he had to take 
your favorite cat to the vet’s emergency 
room, and so couldn’t do the dishes, or 
that, in her family, people with colds 
really preferred to be left alone, so she 


Legal help. 


In contracts and leases, 
wills and powers of attorney, 
teal estate, business law and litigation. 


Goldstein & Gellman 
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thought she was doing the considerate 
thing. Sometimes, you worked up sucha 
head of steam that, although you even- 
tually hear what your partner is saying, 
and manage to begrudgingly say, “Okay, 
I understand, sorry I snapped at you,” 
you still feel mad and disgruntled (and 
might even light on something else, pos- 
sibly more defensible, about which to 
complain). You’ve heard the apology, 
but you haven’t yet really healed. I ad- 
mit it: this is a real struggle for me, and 
the focus of much of my personal reflec- 
tion and resolution each year at High 
Holidays. 

Well, we’re all human—we get hurt 
and angry sometimes. As president, lam 
in the unique position of hearing from 
people who are hurt and mad not just at 
me, but also at other synagogue leaders, 
and at the institution itself. People call 
and write me, very upset because a com- 
mittee chair or officer or synagogue 
employee said something they found 
hurtful or offensive. Not infrequently, 
the upset person has taken the perceived 
slight very personally: “He knows this is 
a sensitive topic for me; how could he 
have said that?” or “I’m sure that com- 

Continued on page 8 


Convention Bookstore 
Open to the 
Community 


For the first time, the UAHC and the 
Association of Jewish Book Publishers 
are coO-sponsoring a convention 
bookstore at the UAHC Biennial 
Convention, in conjunction with bob and 
bob Fine Jewish Gifts, Crafts and Books 
of Palo Alto. To date more than 30 pub- 
lishing houses throughout the country 
havesigned on, including the major Jew- 
ish publishers, commercial houses and 
university presses. The bookstore will 
be open throughout the Biennial (except 
for shabbat), October 21-25, at the San 
Francisco Hilton. 

On Sunday afternoon, October 24, this 
bookstore will be open to the entire com- 
munity. In addition to the many Jewish 
titles on display (and on sale), the AJBP 
is also producing a combined publish- 
er’s listing which visitors may take for 
future reference. 


Israel 


A Major Court Victory for the Reform Movement 


The Association of Reform Zionists of 
America’s (ARZA) Religious Action Cen- 
ter recently won a precedent-setting vic- 
tory. The Jerusalem District Court ruled 
that a non-Jewish citizen or resident of 
Israel who undergoes Reform conversion 
to Judaism abroad mustbe recognized as 
Jewish upon returning to Israel. 

Elsina Birach, akibbutz volunteer from 
the Netherlands, married an Israeli in a 
civil ceremony in the Netherlands in 
1988, thereby acquiring Israeli resident 
status. In 1990, the couple returned to 
the Netherlands with their baby—an Is- 
raeli citizen—where Elsina Birach stud- 
ied Judaism. 

In 1992, mother and daughter under- 
went ReformconversioninAmsterdam. 
But on their return to Israel, they were 


when they return, but such recognition 
is withheld if the conversion takes place 
in Israel. 

In the Reform Movement’ latest effort 
to establish the principle of religious 
pluralism in Israel, ARZA’s Religious 
Action Center in Jerusalem petitioned 
the High Court of Justice for an order 
recognizing Reform conversions 
conducted in Israel itself. If Reform 
conversions performed abroad are 
recognized, ARZA argued, why not those 
in Israel? 

This test case was submitted in the 
name of Chava Goldstein, a Brazilian 
who has been living in Israel since April 
1990. In September 1990, Ms. Goldstein 
began studying Judaism, and in October 
1991, she was converted by a Reform 
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Mah jongg and hot tubbing go hand in hand at the Advance with Florence Nacamulli, Roz 
Fuerman, Frank Yellin, and Robin Leonard! PHOTO BY SHELLEY EISENMAN 


forced to petition the Court to have the 
Interior Ministry designate their reli- 
gion as Jewish. Until this petition was 
granted this summer, in response to a 
lawsuit filed by the Israel Religious 
Action Center (IRAC), Israeli authori- 
ties recognized Reformconversions con- 
ducted abroad for immigrants, but not 
for Israeli citizens or residents. Note 
that as a result of IRAC$s previous initi- 
atives and successes, Jews by Choice 
converted outside of Israel are entitled 
to Israeli citizenship under the Law of 
Return. 

As it stands now, non-Jewish Israelis 
who travel abroad to undergo Reform 
conversion will be recognized as Jews 


beit din in Tel Aviv. The Ministry of 
Interior refused to register her as a Jew, 
claiming that since her conversion was 
supervised by Reform rabbis, it was 
invalid. 

The Goldstein case is currently being 
litigated. If the Reform Movement wins, 
ARZA will have won full legal recogni- 
tion for Reform rabbis—at least in the 
realm of conversion. ARZA/TIRAC will 
then proceed to open conversion class- 
es throughout Israel. No doubt they 
will be instantly popular. If the Reform 
Movement loses, ARZA will regroup 
and submit another case, and another, 
until the principle of pluralism and 
equality is finally established. 


ARZA’s latest successes are a direct 
result of the support provided by tens of 
thousands of ARZA members across the 
United States who have combined their 
energies to produce a powerful voice for 
religious freedom in Israel. Closer to 
home, it was ARZA, standing alone 
among Zionist organizations in the U.S., 
which organized a successful alternative 
salute to Israel in New York, when that 
city’s gay/lesbian outreach synagogue, 
Beth Simchat Torah, was prohibited by 
parade organizers from participating in 
New York’s May 1993 community-wide 
salute to Israel. 

At the July Va‘ad meeting, CSZ’s board 
voted to join more than 230 Reform con- 
gregations in the U.S., including our sib- 
ling congregation in Los Angeles, Beth 
Chayim Chadashim, in becoming an 
ARZA membership “check-off’ congre- 
gation. Membership in ARZA is open 
only to individuals, not to organizations. 
On your October dues statement, you 
will see a line marked “ARZA.” We urge 
you to check itand send a $25 tax-deduct- 
ible check made payable to ARZA to the 
synagogue office for 1993-94 ARZA mem- 
bership. Please note that membership in 
ARZA is voluntary and inno way should 
be viewed as meeting your financial com- 
mitment to the synagogue. If you are 
already an ARZA member, this will be a 
convenient opportunity to renew. 

Your membership in ARZA will make 
youa partner in Reform Judaism’s efforts 
to bring the Jewishand democraticvalues 
we cherish to the people and land of 
Israel. Please join us in this mitzvah. 
—Ron Lezell 


Sunday October 17 


Shtetl Exhibit Tour at 
the Judah L. Magnus 


Museum 


Members and friends of CSZ are invited 
to meet in Berkeley at 11 am in the park 
across the street from the museum for a 
brown bag (bring your own) lunch/ 
brunch. The tour is limited to the first 
15 people who apply—first come first 
reserved. There will be a tzedakah fee 
of $3 per person. Please state if you 
need transportation or if you can offer a 
ride. Call the office for information and 
reservations. 
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September Va’ad Report 


The September 12 Va‘ad meeting 
opened with a dual D’var Torah led by 
Rabbi Kahn. The rabbi began by dis- 
cussing some of the conflict between 
our personal obligations and our obli- 
gations to the synagogue, and then 
carried this over into the conflict we 
encounter when we find that others 
have not met the standards and expec- 
tations that we have set for them. Above 
all, we must learn to forgive ourselves 
for falling short, and to forgive others 
for falling short. Then, in view of the 
historical day it had been, we recited a 
Shehecheyanu and an Oseh Shalom, 
which was probably the first time that 
Oseh Shalom was said at the start of a 
Va‘ad meeting. 

Our financial discussion with Trea- 
surer Gary Sokol was quite upbeat in 
terms of pledges. Many pledges have 
been received, and our dues position is 
quite strong. The High Holiday reve- 
nue projections are right on target. 
However, pushke revenues are still 
down substantially from what had 
been budgeted. 

The Membership Committee, repre- 
sented by Carolyn Pines, was pleased 
to announce the addition of 13 new 
“units” into our CSZ family. Within 
this group are 18 adults and six chil- 
dren. Twenty members were dropped 
from the rolls due to resignation, death, 
or other reasons. 

Next, Ed Pollock reported to the 


Va’ad about the preliminary planning 
for the annual CSZ Chanukah Party. 
This year, the Chanukah Party will 
feature an extraordinary raffle prize... 
details of which even your informa- 
tive recorder has been forbidden to 
disclose! Following Ed’s report, Mark 
Mackler, on behalf of the Allan Gold 
Fundraiser Event Committee, spoke 
with the Va‘ad about the committee's 
plansand progress. The event will take 
place on Sunday, November 14, from 
4:30 to 6:30 pm. Invitations to thisevent 
willbe sent in mid-October to all mem- 
bers of the congregation. Please refer 
to the article about this upcoming event 
on the front page of this issue. 

Rabbi Kahn’s report touched on a 
variety of items. He pointed out the 
need for us to revitalize the Friends of 
CSZ. The Dues Committee works with 
very heavy responsibilities, and needs 
and deserves our support and encour- 
agement, and the same holds true for 
all the volunteers who serve to make 
the High Holiday services as mean- 
ingful as they are. Kadimah has opened 
with 19 children. Rabbi Kahn has met 
with seven children who will take part 
in the Bar/Bat Mitzvah class. A Wom- 
en's Bat Mitzvahis being organized for 
May 1994. 

At the conclusion of the rabbi’s re- 
port, Administrative Vice-President 
David Stein praised Rabbi Kahn for 
the dignified and thoughtful manner 
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Ivan Vincente: Our water ballet director. 
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in which he had concluded ceremo- 
nies for those who have become Jews 
by choice. 

On a more mundane but extremely 
important topic, Ellen Gierson pains- 
takingly discussed the current status 
of the synagogue’s roof. Ellen carefully 
outlined for us the condition of the 
roof, the steps which would be in- 
volved in repairing it, and the various 
options we face in terms of warranties. 
The subject will be further discussed at 
the next Va’ad meeting. 

Howard Herman, the congregation’s 
representative to the Jewish Commu- 
nity Relations Council, read us the text 
of a proposed council statement re- 
garding the current furor over immi- 
gration policies in California and the 
United States. The Va‘ad approved the 
statement in its entirety. 

The Va‘ad recently received notifica- 
tion that the Bay Area Physicians for 
Human Rights will be awarding grants 
for causes which fall within certain 
parameters. The Va’ad brainstormed 
certain ideas which might fit the bill, 
and will continue to do so over the 
next few weeks. 

After having eaten all the mandel- 
broit which had been shipped in from 
sunny Florida just for the occasion, the 
Va/ad adjourned at 9:10 with a moder- 
ate singing of the Oseh Shalom. 

No closed session followed. 

—Mark Mackler, Recorder 


Our leaders learn to take direction at the Advance. PHOTOS BY SHELLEY EISENMAN 


Finding Yiddishkeit in Central America 


I have been to services and seen syna- 
gogues in several European cities, so I 
am no longer surprised (but always 
pleased) to include these stops as part of 
my visits there. For my recent vacation 
of three weeks in Costa Rica and three 
weeks in Honduras, [had some wonder- 
ful serendipitous interactions with local 
Jewish communities. 

In San Jose, Costa Rica, I was first 
tipped off to the existence of Congrega- 
tion B’nai Israel in a tourist newspaper's 
listing of religious services. The shabbat 
services were the most like CSZ that I 
have attended outside of the United 
States: quitea feat, considering the trilin- 
gual nature of the evening. Also in San 
Jose, imagine my surprise as I noticed an 
office supplies store named Zahav. When 
linquired within, aclerk told me that the 


owner is from Israel. 

Honduras gets far fewer tourists than 
Costa Rica. One of the first things I saw 
when I arrived at the outskirts of its 
capital, Tegucigalpa, was a ferretera 
(hardware store) named Shalom. I never 
made it back to that part of town, but I 
did stumble upon a like-named shoe 
store in downtown Tegucigalpa. When | 
entered and introduced myself to the 
owner, he told meabout the weekly shab- 
bat services of the Comunidad Hebrea 
de Tegucigalpa, held at the Hotel Alame- 
da. Theservice was much more like those 
I have experienced in European syna- 
gogues: all Hebrew, speed reading, fin- 
ished in twenty minutes, but I met a 
wonderful North American-Honduran 
family there. 


—Jay Davidson 


Zahav in San Jose, Costa Rica. PHOTO BY JAY DAVIDSON 


GOURMET COFFEE 


DISTINCTIVE - DIFFERENT - BETTER 

#One Coffee House In The Bay Area 
427 CASTRO STREET SAN FRANCISCO, CA94114 

KEN KHOURY (415) 552-6676 FAX (415) 552-0663 


5821 College Ave. 
Oakland, CA. 94618 
(510) 653-7998 


Library Notes 
Some New Titles on 
Our Shelf 


The Soncino Talmud. We now have 
the complete set. In the past, these vol- 
umes have been donated by members 
and each volume has a book plate not- 
ing the donor. There are still six vol- 
umes which may receive book plates 
from donors. Members are encouraged 
to donate $28 per volume in order to 
have a book plate placed in memory of 
an individual or in celebration of an 
event. Contact the office or the librari- 
an. Donations are to be made to the 
Library Fund. 

Daughters of the King, Women and 
the Synagogue, Edited by Susan Gross- 
man and Rivka Haut. This is an antholo- 
gy on the subject of women and 
synagogue life. It has been described 
thus: “Both scholarly and highly read- 
able, the essays included in this volume 
break new ground in describing the 
various and significant ways in which 
women have contributed to synagogue 
life from Biblical times through the 
present.” 

The New Jewish Wedding, Anita Di- 
ament. This book has “everything you 
need to know to make your own Jewish 
wedding—tailored to your own special 
needs, since there is no such thing as a 
generic Jewish wedding.” 

Fighting Substance Abuse. This 22- 
minute video is put out by the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations, New 
York. 

Many thanks to members who have 
contributed to the Library Fund and 
members who have contributed books. 
Non-fiction books are welcome dona- 
tions, subject to Library Committee re- 
view. 

—Edward Tanovitz, Librarian 


TAUSMAN ANTIQUES 


Kingley Moore 
William Parkinson 
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Kadimah Kickoff 


September 11 was the first meeting of Where can you go for sun in December? 
Kadimah. We welcomed new members , 
The 1993 Chanukah Raffle might be the answer! 


and were glad to see old friends. Our 
The Fundraising Committee is pleased to 


students are divided into classes accord- 
ing to age and grade. 
announce a sensational first prize. 


The K/1 class, with Rebecca as teach- 
er, still needs students. We encourage all 
the parents and friends of kindergart- Drawing will take place at the Chanukah Party, 
ners not already in attendance to come 
join us. The 2/3 class, the Giborim, is December 11. 
being taught by Phyllis Mintzer. The 
teacher of the 4/5 class is Michael Latz. 
The B’nai Mitzvah class of sixth and 
seventh gradersis taught by Rabbi Kahn. Watch the November Gaily Forward for all the 

Jonah, from the Giborim class, reports : : : 
me eae onan ater details and your ticket to sunshine. 
new things this year. The class which 
included all the younger students began 
by discussing Abraham’sagreement with 
God. Jonah explained that God has a 
plan for the Jews and made a bargain 
with Abraham to “makehisname great,” 
“bless him,” and “make every Jew his 
child.” Jonah said that it was good to be 
back in Kadimah. 

The classes discussed bargains that 
they have made and continue to make 
with their parents for rewards. Sample: 
getting dressed quickly in exchange for 
25 cents. The entire class is very happy to 
welcome its new member Julia Becker. 

The older students discussed their 
upcoming B’nai Mitzvah. Students and 
families worked with the rabbi and their 
tutors to set dates and Torah sections to 
be studied. Also discussed was the 13- 
step B’nai Mitzvah program to be com- 
pleted by the students and their families 
over the next year. This first Kadimah 
B’nai Mitzvah group willbe unique inits 
approach to becoming young adult mem- 
bers of the Jewish community. 

We celebrated the new Kadimah year 
by eating apples and honey and ended 
the day by singing together. 


You need not be present to win. 


FAMILY 
EYECARE 


Dr. Barak Gale 
Serving Full 


ometnist 
ee Breakfast & Lunch 


Catering 


180 Howard, by Main 
2 Blocks from BART 


(415) 543-9011 


1390 Market 
Open 6 AM - 4 PM (Mezzanine) 


Monday-Friday San Francisco 
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President’s Column 

Continued from page 2 
mittee chair just doesn’t want people 
like me on her committee, and she’s or- 
ganizing the committee purposely to 
make me feel left out.” 

Unfortunately, these calls and letters 
are sometimes punctuated by dramatic 
statements: “’So I can see I’m no longer 
wanted here—I quit” or “Ifshestays, I’m 
out of here.” Generally, when I call the 
person to talk it over, things calm down, 
and the misunderstandings or disagree- 
ments that provoked the whole scene 
are sorted out. But it’s sometimes hard to 
really recover from such explosions. Even 
though everyone has said that they are 
sorry, there is that lingering feeling of 
hurt or anger, and it sometimes just re- 
surfaces in another guise: “Okay, I ac- 
cept her apology about that incident, but 
she did 15 other awful things; I’m just 
going to have to quit.” The rift hasn’t 
healed. Not infrequently, what the per- 
son is really upset about is something 
entirely different, perhaps in her person- 
al life, but since I don’t know what it is, 
it's hard to address. 

Conflicts at the synagogue often have 
their beginnings in problems with ex- 
pectations. It’s sort of a compliment, re- 
ally: we do so well, most of the time, that 
we come to expect the synagogue to 
function perfectly all of the time. In real- 
ity, though, we are just a collection of 
individuals, who sometimes make mis- 
takes or misunderstand each other or get 
overwhelmed. 

Not surprisingly, when this happens, 
we get disappointed; all the more so, 
when weare going through a particular- 
ly difficult time personally, and so our 
expectations and our disappointments 
are amplified. 

In addition, many of us have a lot 
invested in Sha’ar Zahav: we are very 
dedicated to it, and give a lotofour time, 
energy and money to it. This, too, height- 
ens our expectations, and makes disap- 
pointments or misunderstandings 
harder to deal with. 

It’s a new year, a time of renewal and 
return and, to borrow a phrase, we want 
you back. I want to ask you to consider 
this in the months to come: when you feel 
upset, or angry, or hurt at someone in the 
synagogue, or the board, or me, try to 
deal with it right away. Talk to the person 
involved, or if you need help or don’t 
know who to talk to, call me. Try to get 
more information before you get swept 
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away by your strong feelings, and begin 
collecting your marbles to take them 
home. It might be that your worst fears 
are true, but it might not. In my experi- 
ence, there is almost always another side 
to the story, and hearing it before you get 
too overwhelmed makes it easier to heal. 
We have a synagogue full of enthusiastic 
and hard-working volunteers, all of 
whom have very different styles and ex- 
periences, and an extremely hard-work- 
ing staff. All of us deserve the benefit of 
the doubt. Let's try to give each other that 
benefit. L'shanah Tovah. 


Looking Ahead 
Holidays for the 
Year 5754 


Simchat Torah, Thursday, October 7 


Chanukah, Thursday, December 9- 
Thursday, December 16 


Purim, Friday, February 25 


Pesach, Sunday, March 27-Sunday, 
April 13 

CSZ Seder, Sunday, March 27 

Shavuot, Monday, May 16 

Shabbat Freedom, Saturday, June 18 


Note: All holidays begin on the 
evening before the date listed. 


Now serving your 
real estate needs 
in Sonoma County 
and San Francisco 


Interested in a weekend 
hideway? Moving out of 


the City? Buying or selling 


in the City? | can help— 
call for free consultation. 


(415) 863-7500 ext. 123 
(707) 829-8876 


Hartford 
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Xmas Already? 


It’s not too early to start making your: 
December holiday plans. This Christ- 
mas Eve and Christmas Day, members 
and friends of Sha’ar Zahav will once 
again prepare and deliver meals and 
gifts for Project Open Hand. In past years, 
this Bikkur Cholim Committee program 
has proven an extremely rewarding ex- 
perience for all who participated. It’s a 
wonderful way to be Jewish at Christ- 
mas, while performing a much-appreci- 
ated mitzvah. 

Mark your calendars now and watch 
for the sign-up form to be included in 
next month’s Forward. If you can help 
me coordinate this event, please call 
(255-9679.) 


—Lane Schickler 
ie eke keke whe rhe oe aman a ak g 
Anniversaries 
il Ellen Murland & Barbara 


Rinkoff 
12 Alex Ingersoll & David Stein 
13 Tiela Chalmers & Nancy Koch 
17 Eileen Levy & Jeanette Nichols 
20 Hilary Zaid & Lauren Augusta 
29 Bill Goldstein & Chris Archulta 
30 Gail Friedlander & Gail Atkins 
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Shirley 
Liberman 


Havdalah, AIDS, and the High Sierras 


I lead a support group for gay and 
bisexual Vietnam veterans living with 
HIV/AIDS as part of my psychiatric 
practice at the VA outpatient clinic in 
Oakland. Every month or so, I take the 
group to a friend’s cabin at Pine Moun- 
tain Lake, near Yosemite National Park. 
Depending on the season, we hike, 
swim, whitewater raft, climb rocks or 
ski. If it rains, we just pop corn, talk by 
the fire or watch old Bette Davis movies 
on the VCR. 

Most of these veterans live on limited 
incomes in the inner city. A cabin week- 
end gives them a chance to smell the 
pines and to see again the beauty of 
lakes and high meadows. Above all, it 
reminds them that though they live with 
the virus, they can still be physically 
active and have great fun doing it. If one 
or more can’t get around so well, we 
take shorter hikes, climb smaller rocks 
or just drift in the boat awhile. 

The reward for me is to watch the 
men come to life again, like flowers 
responding to water after days of ne- 


glect. The problem—if it is one—is that 
we can only do it on weekends, which 
means over shabbat. 

My shabbat includes blessings over 
the candles, wine and challah—and 
havdalah when it’s over. So far, none of 
my veterans has been Jewish, and since 
this is an official VA outing, our activ- 
ities should be non-sectarian in any 
case. 

The first few times we went to the 
cabin, Isimply didn’t observe the shab- 
bat rituals. I missed them, and the guys 
knew something was bothering me. 
When I told them what it was, they 
encouraged me to light the candles, 
and to sing the blessings over the bread 
and wine. They stood by respectfully, 
not participating. This was better, butit 
still didn’t feel right. 

The next time we went, I brought a 
spice box, kiddush cup and havdalah 
candle. At sundown on Saturday 
evening, we gathered on the deck over- 
looking the lake. I told thema bit about 
the history of the rituals, and what they 


{8 Merrill Lynch 


Julian L. Lathan 
Financial Consultant 


Private Client Group 


101 California Street 


24th Floor 


San Francisco, California 94111 


415 276 6110 


FAX 415 274 6191 


MFC #23012 


Naches 


To Danny Grossman and Linda Ger- 
ard, on their wedding. 

To Ayelet Waldman and Michael 
Chabon, on their wedding. 

To Sharon Tannenbaum, Bill Hirsch 
and Matty Person, on the birth of their 
son Jesse Tannenbaum. 

To Rebecca Gradolph and Deborah 
Godnor, on the birth of their daughter 
Alana Sahar Gradolph-Godner. 

To Henry Carrey, who is now per- 
forming with the Lamplighters and will 
bestarring in Gilbertand Sullivan’s Gon- 
doliers in October. 


To Ora Prochovnick, for receiving the 
1993 State Bar of California President's 
Pro Bono Award for District 4. 

To Jeff Forman, on his new job as 
pastry chef at Pelio d’Asti Restaurant in 
the Financial District. 

To Carolyn Pines, on her new job as 
marketing director of Enchante Publish- 
ing in Palo Alto. 

We'd like to share your joyous moments 
with everyone. Please write, fax or phonein 
your naches or those of other members of 
the Congregation so we can include them 
here. 


meant to Jews. I suggested that for all of 
us, the wine and the spices might sym- 
bolize the joys and sweetness in life, 
sweetness that could still be found even 
in the midst of an epidemic. The inter- 
woven candles could remind us of our 
need to support each other in times of 
crisis, as we did in Vietnam. 

That was nearly two years ago. Now, 
as an expected part of our “cabin min- 
hag,” we light the candles, smell the 
spices and drink the wine. No, we don’t 
sing the blessings exactly. Butl’ve taught 
them the Debbie Friedman niggun for 
havdalah, and we humitas we perform 
the rituals. 

I’m not sure exactly what our 
havdalah means to these men, though 
clearly it means something. I’ve loved 
watching themexplain it to group mem- 
bers who’ve come to the cabin for the 
first time. 

For me, the meaning is clear: it’s a 
small taste of what life will be like, after 
we find the cure. 

—Mike Rankin 


ZORA KOLKEY MFCC 


Psychotherapy 
Somatic Psychotherapy 


Individual 
Couple 
Family & Group Counseling 


415.474.6707 


Brotherhood Events 


This month’s potluck for the Brother- 
hood will be held on October 10, at 6:00 
pm at the home of Lane Schickler, 85 
Duboce at Valencia, #102. Ivan Vincente 
is the contact person, 665-7448. 

The Brotherhood is sponsoring a 
D’la‘at (pumpkin) Dance at the Syna- 
gogue on October 23, at 8:00 pm. The 
whole congregation and community are 
invited to attend. Come enjoy Israeli folk 
dancing (taught by CSZ’s famous Nathan 
Robinson and Ellen Goldstein) and have 
lots of fun. Admission willbe $4 for mem- 
bers and $5 for non-members. , 
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Sha’ar Zahav welcomes all contribu- 
tions of all sizes to mark any event and to 
add to any of our funds. Contributions 
will be acknowledged in the Forward 
unless otherwise requested. 

Donations were made to Sha’ar 
Zahav’s funds in the past months by the 
following contributors: 


General Fund 

We encourage donations to the General Fund 

in particular, because such donations can be 

used for any synagogue purpose. 

Howard Siegel, in memory of his 
mother, Anna Siegel 

Anonymous, in appreciation of his 
son's HIV- status 

Ellie Cohen 

Steve Elman and Tom Holt, in honor 
of Sara Felder and Devra Noily’s 
kiddushin 

Phyllis and George Mintzer, in 
memory of Harry and Harriet Opal, 
and Rose and Issac Mintzer 


Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
Henry Ostendorf, in appreciation of 
Rabbi Kahn 
Carolyn Pines and Judy Schwartz, in 
honor of Betty Kalis’ Bat Mitzvah 
Ruth Opper, in memory of Dan Sela, 
uncle of Jody Reiss and brother of 


Ruth Opper 


Reminder 


Women’s Chavurah 
Hosts Filmmaker 
Saturday, October 16 


The Women’s Chavurah has invited San 
Francisco filmmaker Leslie Krongold to 
our first havdalah potluck of the fall. 
We'll meet at the home of Sarah Nathe 
and Susan Tubbesing, in Oakland, at 
6:30 pm. After a brief havdalah service 
and potluck dinner, we'll view Shekhi- 
nah, a documentary, focusing on five 
women rabbis. Don’t miss this very spe- 
cial evening. 

Directions: Take Highway 13 to the 
Lincoln/Joaquin Miller exit. Go up the 
hill on Joaquin Miller to Butters, turn 
right on Butters and go to Brunell. Turn 
right on Brunell and go to 3433. Call 
Susan for more information: 510/482- 
3740. If your last name begins with A-H, 
please bring a main dish; I-P, a dessert; 
Q-Z, a side dish. See you October 16. 


10 Jewish Gaily Forward ¢ CSZ 


Contributions 


David Weinstein, in honor of Ida 
Cooper, for the happiest of birthdays 
with many more to come 

Sherie, Paul, and Coleman Rosen- 
berg, in honor of Allan Gold’s 
special birthday 

Ben Brody, in memory of Jason Lazerri 


Library Fund 


Gordon Osser, in memory of his 


The Jewish Gaily Forwardis published 
by Congregation Sha’ar Zahav, 220 Dan- 
vers at Caselli, San Francisco, California 
94114, 861-6932. Permission to reproduce 
material is freely given, and credit would be 
appreciated. 

Members of the congregation receive the 
Forward. For a donation of $18/year, non- 
members will receive the Forward. 

Members of the Newsletter Committee 
Chair: Lane Schickler (255-9679) 
Editing/Proofreading/Layout: Joe Hample, Judy 

Heiman, Richard Inlander, Betty Kalis, Rose 

Katz, Robin Leonard, Martha Moon, Carolyn 

Pines, and Ivan Vincente 
Photography: Michael Bettinger 
Advertising: Barney Ugarte 
Distribution: Liz Goodman (coordinator), Sam 

Thal, David Weinstein and Eli Weinstein 
Typesetting: David Lester, Mouse Type Inc. 
Printing: Lou Greene 

Display Ads are $15 per column inch for 
non-members and $10 per column inch for 
members, with discounts available forsize and 
frequency. Ads should be camera ready; any 
ads that require typesetting, camera and/or 
artwork willbe subject to a one-time production 
charge. 

Classified Ads are $5 for up to 20 words, 
plus $1 for each 10 additional words. No per- 
sonals accepted. 

Payment must accompany ad and should 
be sent to Congregation Sha’ar Zahav, 220 
Danvers at Caselli, San Francisco, Califomia 
94114, marked attention Forward advertising. 
The Forward reserves the night to reject any ad 
for reasons of taste. 


brother-in-law, Jack W. Fleming, and 
his grandmother, Brina Chudocoff 

Jerry Rosenstein, in honor of Richard 
Inlander’s 50th birthday 


Betty Kalis Inclusive Liturgy Fund 

Ellen Lewin, in memory of her father, 
Joseph Lewin 

Jackie and Alan Manne, in honor of 
Betty Kalis’ Bat Mitzvah 

Nancy Meyer and Marilyn O’Keefe, 
in honor of Allan Gold’s presidency 

Ron Lezell, in honor of Ron Wilmot’s 
entering the covenant of the Jewish 
People 


Kaiser Brunch Fund 
Allan Berenstein, in honor of Ron 
Wilmot 


Torah Fund 
Mark Mackler and Ingu Yun, in honor 
of Ed Tanovitz’s service to the 
congregation 


YOU NAME If. 


UNIQUE ADVERTISING SPECIALTIES 


. CORPORATE PROMOTIONAL ITEMS 
. INCENTIVE & AWARD PROGRAMS 

. EMPLOYEE GIFTS 

. TRADE SHOW GIVE AWAYS 

. T-SHIRTS - CAPS 

. BINDERS 

. HOLIDAY GIFTS 


QUALIFIED AS 
WOMEN OWNED BUSINESS 


(510) 482-0814 


LOW PRICES - QUALITY SERVICE 


YOU NAME IT - We've Got It!! 


Garis he Os PARKS AS Gale Oak 


281 Noe (at Market), San Francisco, CA 94114 415/252-5500 


Ol AOWEY SENA 


Divorce, Custody & Support 
Relationship Agreements 
Wills & Living Trusts 
Small Business 
Auto Accidents 
Discrimin- 
ation 


HUMAN RIGHTS 


“The Comerstone of 
Our Practice” 


Free Initial Consultation 


45 POLK STREET SECOND FLOOR SF CA 94102 
PHONE 415 . 863.5300 FAX 415 . 863 . 8596 


New for 5754 


Daniel Chesir and David Stein show our new portable ark designed by Ed Tanovitz. 
All of our torot have new torah covers designed by Todd Taubman-Walker. 


Please send me copies @ $21.95: 
Californians add local sales tax: 
Shipping: $4 (1 book); $5 (2-3 books): 
Total: 

QO Check enclosed QO Visa O Mastercard 
Card number: 
Expiration date: 


A Legal Guide for 
Lesbian/Gay Couples 


(new 7th edition) 
by H. Curry, D. Clifford & 
CSZ’s own Robin Leonard 


Vv Name and address: 


Nolo Press, 950 Parker Street, Berkeley, CA 94710; 800-645-0895 (fax). 
Questions? Call 549-1976 (inside 510 area code) or 800-992-6656. 


MICHAEL'S 585-1727 
“Mobile” Regraining & Touch-up 


Repair For All Wood and 
Synthetic Furniture 
Specializing in Burn Repairs 


Residential & Commercial Accounts Welcome 
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Synagogue Information 


Birthdays Rabbi Yoel Kahn (861-6932) Va’ad (Board) Members: 
) Z Sharyn Saslafsky Phil Chamey 
2 Gregory Rubin Officers: Daniel Chesir 
3 Steve Davis President, Tiela Chalmers (431-4312) Ida Kuluk 
4 Richard talander Administrative Vice President, Ron Lezell 
' David Stein Carolyn Pines 
: eae cae Program Vice President, Ora Prochovnick 
‘ ; Susan Unger Nathan Robinson 
7 Scott Feinstein Treasurer, Gary Sokol Lane Schickler 
7 Randy Heilbrunn Recorder, Mark Mackler Susan Tubbesing 
I Michael Zimmerman 
8 Marc Cohen Office Personnel: Finance, Brett Tueman 
9 David Bianco Administrator, Mark Pressler Fine Arts, Alice Prussin 
10 Lisa Ginsburg Fundraising, Michael Zimmerman and 
ili Forrest Kincade Committee Chairs: Ellie Cohen 
12 Jeffrey Lilly Archivist, Bill Ashley-Dobbin and Gift Shop, Jeff Rubin 
2 Debra Chasnoff Bill Goldstein Israel Chavurah, Ron Lezell 
ie David Gellman Bequests and Donations, Richard Leadership Development, lrene Ogus 
13 Joshua Kennedy-Rose Inlander Long-Range focal Allan Gold 
Bikkur Cholim, David Shaber Membership, Carolyn Pines 
= career ae Brotherhood, Phil Chamey Newsletter, Lane Schickler (255-9679) 
a Building, Ellen Gierson Oneg, Debbi Jacobs-Levine 
16 Kim Klausner Bylaws, Edward Pollock Past Presidents Council, Don Albert 
17 Deborah Hoffman Cemetery, Richard Inlander Personnel, David Stein 
18 Steven H. Children’s Chavurah, Audrey Public Relations, Sharyn Saslafsky 
19 Ben Brody Adelson & Joan Lefkowitz Religious School, Trudi Hauptman 
20 Bernard Pechter Cookbook Project, Robin Leonard Ritual, Frank Yellin 
20 Margot Damasar Dues, Lisa Katz and Social Action, Stan Kem 
21 Yehuda Hyman Roz Fuerman Social Program, by committee 
1 Chuck Norton Education, open Volunteer Coordinator, Robin Leonard 
@ 3 BorniGharn ey Endowment Fund, Richard Inlander Women’s Chavurah, Susan Tubbesing 
‘a ae tes Members ae fo elise! any ae Has orcommittee Bale 
74 Srl Ganda are invited to obtain his or her number from the synagogue office. 
24 ~~ Benjamin Weinberg 
24 Jerome Hipps Office Hours: Monday—Friday from 9 am Services are held every Friday evening 
28 Yoel Kahn to 12:30 pm and 2 pm to 4:30 pm. Please beginning at 8:15 pm (except as noted), 
29 Allan Berenstein call the synagogue office at 861-6932. with an Oneg Shabbat following services. 
: Services are generally held on the second 
ne bones eas ceaeene Number: In an emergency, Saturday of each month at 10:30 am— 
: e congregation can be contacted outside check calendar foreach month. 
oil Jessie Hornstein of office hours by calling 861-6938. 


Ve KC URE KE TE he ok ok ek Oo ¢ 


Oneg Sponsors 


These generous people sponsored onegs 
in September: 
9/10 Jonathan Pannor, Joshua 


Bikkur Cholim: If you or a fnend who is a 
member of Sha’ar Zahav are ill in the hospi- 
tal or at home, and would like to have the 
rabbi or a member of the Bikkur Cholim 
Committee call or visit, please notify the 
synagogue Office. 


Member of the Union of American Hebrew 


Gift Shop Hours: Fridays, 7:30-8:05 pm. 


Library Hours: Open during office hours, 
and 30 minutes before and after Friday 
night services. 


Congregation Sha’ar Zahav (Congrega- 
tion of the Golden Gate) is located in the 
Upper Market District of San Francisco at 
220 Danvers at Caselli, which is one block 


Congregations (Mike Rankin, Robin Leon- 
ard, Allyce Kimerling, Liaisons) and of the 
Word Congress of Gay and Lesbian Jew- 
ish Organizations (Marc Mencher, Liaison). 


Margulies, Allan Berenstein, 
Daniel Chesir, Catherine Dodd, 
David Gellman, Alex Ingersoll, 
Shirley Liberman, Ron Lezell, 
Lyssa Newhall, Sharyn 
Saslafsky, and David Stein, in 
honor of the entrance to the 
covenant of Ron Wilmot, Bill 
Valentine, and Frank Sieple 
Ben Brody, commemorating the 
yahrzeit of his lover, Jason 
Lazzeri 


south of the intersection of 18th and Market 
streets. By public transport, take MUNI bus 
33 Stanyan to 18th and Danvers and walk 
one block south on Danvers to Caselli. 


This newsletter needs to be stuffed—in envelopes that is. 
Your help is needed. 


eo” 


Call Liz Goodman, Distribution Coordinator (826-2770). 
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Congregation Shaar Zahav 


220 DANVERS AT CASELLI SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA Silt a] 
220 DANVERS AT CASELLI, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94114 . 


OCTOBER 


Friday 
16 Tishri 


* 8:15 pm; Shabbat Service; 


Daniel Chesir and Nikki 
Bengal 


Saturday 
17 Tishri 
° 40:30 am, Sukkot/Shabbat 


Service in Sukkah, 61 Ford St. 


Sunday 
18 Tishri 
« 6:00 pm, Sukkot Service and: 
‘potluck, 424 Central Ave. 


Monday 
19 Tishri 
* 6:00 pm, Healing Service 


Tuesday 
20 Tishri 


Wednesday 
i 21 Tishri 


. ‘Service| 


Thursday 
Ul 22 Tishri 


¢ 7:00 pm, Children’s Education 


meeting 


Friday 
23 Tishri 
« 8:15 pm, Shabbat Service, 


Rabbi Kahn and Lyssa 
Friedman : 


Saturday 
24 Tishri 
¢ 9:30 am, Kadimah 
* 10:30 am, Shabbat Service, 
Rabbi Kahn and Frank Yellin 


Sunday 
25 Tishri 
¢ 6:00 pm, Brotherhood 
potluck, 85 Duboce #102 


Monday 
26 Tishri 
¢ 6:30 pm, Va’ad meeting 


Tuesday 
27 Tishri_. 
e 7:15 pm, Intro to Hebrew 


¢ 7:30 pm, Midrash (English) 


¢ 8:30 pm, Intro to Judiasm 
¢ 8:30 pm, Midrash (Hebrew) 


Wedhesday 
28 Tishri 
¢ 7:00 pm, Newsletter editing 


Thursday 
29 Tishri 
¢ 7:00 pm, Bikkur Cholim 
meeting 


Friday 
30 Tishri 
* 8:15pm, East Bay Service 


« 8:15 pm, Shabbat Service, 


HenryMach 


Saturday 
1 Heshvan 
e 9:30 am, Kadimah 


¢ 6:30 pm, Women’s Chavurah 


Havdalah/potluck 


—li lt WIE 
es a 


(415) 861-6932 (gy 


HET)-F ET 


Sunday 
1 U 2 Heshvan 


Monday 
3 Heshvan 


¢ 6:00 pm, Healing Service 


¢ 7:00 pm, Newsletter 
proofreading/layout 


Tuesday 
1 9 4 Heshvan 


¢ 7:15 pm, Intro to Hebrew 
¢ 7:30 pm, Midrash (English) 
¢ 8:30 pm, Intro to Judaism 
¢ 8:30 pm, Midrash (Hebrew) 


Wednesday 
5 Heshvan 


Thursday 
6 Heshvan 
¢ UAHC Biennial 
¢ 6:30 pm, Ritual Committee 
meeting 


Friday 
7 Heshvan 
¢ UAHC Biennial 


* 8:15 pm, Shabbat Service, 
Mark Taubman-Walker and S 


Larry Wexler 


Saturday 
8 Heshvan 
¢ UAHC Biennial 
¢ 9:30 am, Kadimah 
¢ 8:00 pm, D’la’at (pumpkin) 
dance at CSZ 


FOR ADVERTISING 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 4 
To place a display ad, call Barney 


Ugarte (386-2472). 
To place a classified ad, call the 
office. 


F-O°R-~ AO RSI? teCule Ess 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 11 


No late submissions will be published 
without a deadline extension arranged in 
advance with the newsletter chair. Any 
CSZ member may submit a typed, 
double-spaced article by mail or fax 
(861-6081) to CSZ, Attn: Gaily Forward. 


Sunday 

9 Heshvan 
¢ UAHC Biennial 
¢ 10:00 am, Hebrew in One Day 
¢ 10:30 am, Kaiser Brunch 


Monday 
10 Heshvan 


Tuesday 

11 Heshvan 
¢ 7:15 pm, Intro to Hebrew 
¢ 7:30 pm, Midrash (English) 
¢ 8:30 pm, Intro to Judaism 
¢ 8:30 pm, Midrash (Hebrew) 


Wednesday 
27 12 Heshvan 


¢ 7:00 pm, Newsletter 
distribution 


Thursday 
13 Heshvan 


Friday 
ah Heshwaii - 


Saturday 
15 Heshvan 
¢ 9:30 am, Kadimah 


Sunday, November 1 
16 Heshvan 


